
ABC’s of Fourth Grade 
**Almost everything you need to know to survive 

fourth grade** 

 

 

A 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

Attendance is very important in fourth grade. Please try to 

be here everyday. If you happen to miss some days due to 

illness, please make sure you complete the work from the 

days you were absent. You will have one day to complete the 

missing work per absent day.  

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES: 

School begins at 8:11 each day. The building will not be 

open before 7:30 each morning. School dismisses at 3:00 

Monday-Friday. On the first Wednesday of most months, we 

release earlier at 1:00 for teacher professional 

development.  

 

ART CLASS: 

The students will attend a 50-minute art class on a five 

day rotation with our art teacher, Ms. Baldwin. Art is 

exciting and sometimes a bit messy, so make sure to dress 

your child appropriately. 

 

B 
 

BACKPACKS: 

To help your child carry messages and information to and 

from school, you are asked to provide a backpack. Students 

will be given a “Take Home” folder to bring home and return 

any homework or notes. This is a great way to encourage 

responsibility for your fourth grader. Please help your 

child remove the notes and papers from the backpack and 

folder to share with you daily.  

 

 

 

 



BIRTHDAYS: 

 

Birthdays are special occasions for young children. If your 

child wishes, he/she may bring a treat for the class. We 

will eat these treats at the end of the day. Sadly, no 

homemade treats are allowed. Everything must be 

prepackaged. We will celebrate summer birthdays during the 

last week of school. Please let me know at least 2 days 

before if you are planning on sending snacks. 

 

BOOK ORDERS: 

Every month or two, I will send home book order forms for 

you and your child to look over. These clubs offer 

wonderful books at reduced prices- what a great way to 

build your home library! If you choose to order, please 

make the check payable to “Scholastic Book Clubs,” and 

place it in an envelope with “book order,” amount, child’s 

name, and my name marked on the outside of the envelope.  

NO CASH PLEASE.  

 

Example for envelope: 

Book Order for John Doe 

$20.00 

Mrs. McKeever’s Class 

 

C 
 

CHANGE IN TRANSPORTATION: 

Please be sure to let the office know if your child is 

being picked up early, or if there is a bus change. You can 

do this by sending a note with your child in the morning or 

calling the office directly. If you email with a change of 

plans, please do not assume I have received the email until 

I reply to your message. Occasionally I am at a meeting or 

unable to get to my computer; therefore I do not always get 

to check my email. 

 

CONFERENCES:  

Parent/Teacher conferences are held after school at the end 

of the first quarter. You will receive your child’s report 

card and we will discuss your child’s accomplishments, 

strengths, and overall progress. Please feel free to 

schedule additional conferences at any time throughout the 

year if the need arises. 

 



 

 

COMMUNICATION: 

 

My goal is to keep you informed of what is going on in our 

classroom through newsletters, notes home, and an 

occasional phone call. To express comments or concerns 

please feel free to contact me at school through a note, 

email, or phone call. I will return messages as promptly as 

our school schedule allows. Please allow 24 hours to 

respond. 

 

D 
 

DIFFERENTATION: 

It is my philosophy that every child is unique and learns 

in different ways. Each child needs to be challenged at 

their own level. I differentiate my lessons to fit the 

needs of all students. Groupings change frequently, as 

students’ levels increase. It is important to know that 

your child may have different work than another child, but 

rest assured that everyone is learning the same concept, 

just in a way that is best for them. 

 

DRESS: 

Fourth grade is a busy place! Please dress your child 

accordingly. Also, when cold weather comes, we will still 

be going outside to play. We go outside until the 

temperature and/or wind chill drops below 34 degrees. They 

will also need a coat and possibly a scarf, gloves and hat. 

Students need to wear tennis shoes on PE days as well. 

Girls might want to wear pants instead of dresses. 

 

E 
 

E-MAIL: 

You can contact me via my e-mail address: 

mckeeverj@fairgrove.k12.mo.us. I will check my e-mail on a 

daily basis. I will try to return your e-mail the day I 

receive it, but I often am away from my computer and 

request at least 24 hours to return your message. If you 

need to discuss something urgently, please contact me 

through the school office (759-2555). 



END-OF-DAY ROUTINE CHANGE: 

 

Parents picking up students early must check in at the 

office and the child will be sent to you. Parents may not 

pick up the child from the classroom without written 

approval from the office. If there are changes in your 

normal routine, please send a note to the teacher. 

(Examples: riding a different bus, appointment, being 

picked up by aunt) 

 

EMERGENCY CLOSINGS: 

If schools are closed for a snow day or any emergency, 

local radio stations, TV stations, AlertNow, or our school 

website (www.fairgrove.k12.mo.us) will make the 

announcement.  

 

F 
 

FIELD TRIPS: 

We plan our field trip to be both fun and education for the 

children. Buses are used for transportation. We welcome 

parent volunteers on the trip. Please return permission 

slips as soon as possible after they are sent home. 

Volunteers must drive themselves. 

 

G 
 

GUIDED READING: 

We will work with reading groups as well as whole class 

reading. We will start reading groups in late September, 

early October. These groups are geared towards your child’s 

instructional level and learning strategies to boost 

reading levels. 

 

GRADING: 

In fourth grade, we take grades weekly. The grading system 

is as follows: 

A 97-100% 

A- 90-96% 

B+ 87-89% 

B 84-86% 

B- 80-83% 

C+ 77-79% 

C 74-76% 

C- 70-73% 

D+67-69%D 64-66% 

D- 60-63% 

F 59% or below 



 

If your child receives a 69% or below on an assignment or 

test, I will write “correct and return” at the top. It is 

the responsibility of your child to redo the assignment or 

test. I will then give half credit for all corrections 

made. All redo assignments are due by the last day of the 

quarter assigned. 

 

H 
 

HOMEWORK: 

Homework will be assigned mostly Monday through Thursday. 

It will primarily consist of reading, spelling, and math. 

Homework reinforces what was taught during the school day. 

It should not be a stressful time. Please let me know if 

your child is having difficulty with the assignments. 

Spelling homework will be sent home Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday and needs to be completed and returned by the next 

morning. Unless otherwise noted, all homework is due the 

next morning. 

A simple standard of 10 minutes of homework per grade level 

is a good reference.  So, fourth grade students are 

encouraged to study/work on homework/or read for 40 minutes 

nightly.  Let me know if you need enrichment work or books 

for your child to read at home. 

 

HEALTH: 

Please let me know of special circumstances which may 

affect your child. These could include medication that may 

make him/her sleepy, a death in the family, etc. Also, 

please let me know of any allergies your child may have, 

especially food allergies.  

 

I 
ILLNESS: 

The question of when to keep your child home from school is 

often a difficult one, especially when decisions must be 

made first thing in the morning. It is important, however, 

to keep your child home if he/she is ill. This helps to 

make them more comfortable and prevents others from 

becoming ill. Children function more effectively in the 

classroom when they are healthy. Children should be fever 

free for 24 hours before returning after an illness. 



 

INDEPENDENT READING: 

There will be time set aside throughout the school day for 

independent reading. Independent reading should also be 

done nightly. Because children learn to read by reading, 

they need plenty of opportunities to read independently. 

Sufficient time and appropriate materials are necessary to 

develop and strengthen reading abilities. By giving the 

children time to read both at school and at home, we can 

work together to provide a literature-rich environment and 

a life-long love of reading.  

 

J 
JOURNALS: 

We have a writer’s journal and math journal in our class 

that we will work out of weekly. Our writer’s journal is 

where we work on the writing process. The math journal is 

mainly for problem solving strategies and math vocabulary. 

 

K 
KINDNESS: 

Being kind to one another is very important in our 

classroom. We need to treat each other the way we want to 

be treated. Our school uses the Character Education words 

and we strive to instill these qualities in our students.  

 

L 
 

LATE WORK: 

 

Late work will be accepted to an extent.  If an assignment 

is more than a week late, it will not be accepted. For the 

first semester, there will not be any points taken away for 

late work.  However, students will stay in from recess 

until the late assignment is turned in.  For the remaining 

quarters of the school year, students will only receive 

partial credit for all late assignments.  This policy will 

establish student responsibility and preparation for middle 

school. 

 



LIBRARY: 

Our class has a classroom library where students will be 

allowed to check out one book at a time. Students are 

encouraged to take home the paperback books to read at home 

if needed. Hardback books need to stay in the classroom. 

 

Our class has Library as a special on a five day rotation. 

Our librarian is Mrs. Hunter. Please remember to bring back 

the library books in order to check out another book. 

 

LOCKERS: 

 

All fourth grade students will be issued a locker this 

year. Student lockers will only be used to store items such 

as backpacks, coats, lunch boxes, and gym shoes.  Students 

will not be allowed to decorate the lockers; there primary 

purpose is for storage and classroom space-management.  

Students will only be allowed to visit the lockers first 

thing in the morning, lunch time, and at the end of the 

day.  These times are designated as whole-class locker 

visits.  No student will be allowed to visit the lockers 

during regular class time.  We will practice locker rules 

during the first few weeks of school until students are 

comfortable with the procedures.  These lockers will 

implement proper organizational skills, responsibility, and 

will prepare students for middle school. 

 

LUNCH: 

We will eat lunch from 12:05-12:25 each day. Children may 

bring a packed lunch from home or eat a school lunch. The 

school lunch menu is published monthly and sent home with 

your child at the beginning of the month. You are always 

welcome to come and eat lunch with your child. Remember to 

sign in at the office and pay for lunch, if you are eating 

a school lunch.  

 

M 
MAP TEST: 

Fourth grade is the second year students take the MAP test. 

We will spend most of the year preparing for the test. The 
testing week is usually in April. We will practice taking 

the MAP test with the Buckle Down program and released 

items from DESE, (Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education), in the weeks before the test. It is very 

important to eat a healthy breakfast, get a good night’s 



sleep and do your best work on the MAP test. More 

information will be sent home closer to the testing date.  

 

MULTIPLICATION: 

In fourth grade, we continue to learn our multiplication 

facts. It’s very important to have our addition and 

subtraction facts memorized before we begin the 

multiplication process. You can purchase multiplication 

flashcards at Wal-Mart or the dollar store. Or children can 

make their own on index cards. Please review multiplication 

facts regularly to help memorize the facts. 

 

MEDICINE: 

In the event that your child might need to have medicine 

administered at school, you must bring the medicine to the 

school nurse with a note. The nurse will have the proper 

paperwork for you to fill out in her office. 

 

MUSIC: 

Our music teacher is Mrs. Sparks. We will have a fifty 

minute music class each week. Music is also on a five-day 

rotation. 

 

N 
NEWSLETTER: 

Our weekly classroom newsletter is updated each Friday. 

This will keep you informed about what is happening in our 

class- the skills we are learning, special activities and 

upcoming events. Please take the time to read these, as it 

will keep you updated on our classroom. 

 

O 
OFFICE: 

Our front office is run by Ms. Pam. She is a wonderful 

worker and is willing to answer any questions you might 

have. You are welcome to leave messages with her if you 

cannot reach me at my extension (236), and she will see 

that I get my messages each day. The office phone number is 

759-2555. 

 

 



P 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT: 

Parent involvement is extremely important to a child’s 

success in school. Parents can be involved in many ways, 

whether it’s at home or at school. There will be many ways 

throughout the year in which parents are encouraged to help 

out in our class. Information will be sent home when a need 

arises for parents to be involved in class activities. 

Fourth grade uses a lot of copies. If you would like to 

volunteer to make copies throughout the year, please let me 

know! Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

 

 

PTO: 

Being involved in our room and our school helps 

tremendously! Our PTO is a wonderful organization that puts 

together several educational and fun activities for our 

school. They wouldn’t be able to do it without volunteers. 

Your support of our school means a lot! 

 

PARTIES & CELEBRATIONS: 

There are three main parties each year, Fall, Christmas, 

and Valentine’s. The room parents (organized by PTO) 

organize these events and coordinate volunteers and 

donation. All are welcome to participate in the 

festivities!  

 

PLAYGROUND PROCEDURES: 

Please review these playground safety procedures with your 

child.  

1. Swings: Stay seated while swinging, one person per 
swing. Do not walk closely in front or behind a person 

swinging. 

2. No rough play. Keep your hands and feet to yourself. 
3. Do not ever leave the playground without permission 

from a teacher. 

4. Do not climb up the slides. Sit and slide down.  
5. Do not throw rocks! 

 

 

 

 



Q 
 

QUESTIONS: 

If at any time you have any questions about your child or 

his/her progress, feel free to contact me. You may call my 

voicemail at 759-2555 ext. 236, write a note or e-mail me. 

Please allow 24 hours to respond.  
 

R 
 

REPORT CARDS: 

Your child will receive four report cards this year. The 

report card is sent home at the end of each quarter with 

the exception of first quarter. We will have a parent-

teacher conference. Your child will receive letter grades 

in all academic subjects. Please make sure to sign the 

grade card and return it as soon as possible.  

 

RECESS: 

The fourth grade students will play outdoors for thirty 

minutes each day, (unless it is raining or the wind chill 

is below 34 degrees.) Please keep this in mind when helping 

your child to select clothing for the day. If your child is 

too sick to play outside, he/she may be too sick to come to 

school.  

 

S 
 

SUPPLIES: 

Please make sure your child has the needed supplies 

throughout the year. Our supply list can be found on our 

school website. Usually, in January, I will send home a 

note if your child’s supplies are getting low. We wipe down 

our desks weekly and Clorox wipes are always needed! 

 

SCIENCE: 

The focus of the fourth grade science curriculum is to 

develop an awareness of force and motion, matter and 

energy, earth’s physical changes, and ecosystems. Through 

scientific inquiry, concepts will be presented in physical, 

life, and earth sciences. These areas will be explored 

utilizing a literacy based, hands-on approach. 



 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

The focus of the fourth grade social studies curriculum is 

to develop an awareness of Missouri’s government and 

economic system, as well as Missouri history and 

geographical features. 

 

T 
 

TESTS: 

After each unit of study, there will be a unit test. We 

will complete the study guide in class. The study guide 

will usually come home one to two days before the test. It 

is important to study for each test! Please find a quiet 

place in your home where your child can study without 

distractions. Study Guides must be signed by a parent and 

returned on the testing day. 

 

TOYS: 

Bringing toys to school is NOT allowed for a number of 

reasons. I cannot be responsible for broken or lost toys. A 

note will be sent home if there is a special occasion and 

the students may bring a toy.  

 

U 
 

UNITS OF STUDY: 

Each unit of study, with the exception of Communication 

Arts, will last approximately two to three weeks. 

Communication Arts is on a six week rotation, including a 

Benchmark Assessment at the end of each unit. 

 

 

 

 



V 

 

VISITORS: 

Fair Grove Elementary requires ALL GUESTS to check in and 

sign in at the office. You must put a visitor pass on which 

will identify you as a visitor. Fair Grove welcomes and 

encourages family involvement. It is important to remember 

that while this may seem inconvenient to frequent visitors, 

it is the goal and responsibility of the school to create a 

safe learning environment.  

 

VOLUNTEERS: 

Volunteers are always needed in fourth grade! Notes will be 

sent home before parties asking for volunteers. We also 

need volunteers to make copies, cut papers, assemble 

materials, etc. If you are available, we can keep you busy!  

 

W 
 

WEBSITE: 

Our school district has a website which can be accessed at 

www.fairgrove.k12.mo.us.  

 

We also have a classroom website which you can find at 

http://mckeeverj4.wordpress.com/ 

 

WISH LIST: 

Throughout the year, we sometimes need supplies above and 

beyond our classroom materials. These needs will be posted 

in the newsletter or near the wish list located on our 

classroom door. Extra items that you think we might be able 

to use are always welcome! Kleenex, Clorox wipes, wide rule 

loose leaf paper, and pencils are always a need! Thank you 

in advance for anything you can provide.  

 

WRITING: 

Writing is huge in fourth grade! We will be learning how to 

create strong story beginnings, elaborate on details 

throughout the middle and extending the ending. Students 

will be learning how to use the writing process to become 

excellent writers.  

 



 

X 
 

X-TRA CLASSES: 

Fourth grade is on a five day rotation. The special classes 

are Library, Computer Lab/Kid’s Club, PE, Art, and Music. 

 

Y 
 

YOUR SUPPORT: 

Your support helps the children realize that they are 

special. You support is encouraging your child to take 

their time on assignments, completing and returning 

homework as well as becoming respectful and responsible 

children. 

 

Z 
 

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ: 

Your child needs plenty of rest each night. Eight to ten 

hours of sleep are recommended for nine and ten year olds. 

A good night’s sleep will help keep your child alert and 

ready to learn!  

 

 

 


